
 
 
 
 
 
 
17 June 2026 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Subject: Important Change to Free School Meals Eligibility from September 2026 
 
We are writing to let you know about an important change to Free School Meals (FSM) 
eligibility in England. From September 2026, all children and young people whose parent or 
carer receives Universal Credit will be entitled to Free School Meals, regardless of household 
earnings. 
 
This means that many families who were not previously eligible may now qualify. 
 
What You Need to Do 
If you receive Universal Credit, we encourage you to apply for Free School Meals as soon as 
applications open. Applications are processed by the City of Doncaster Council, who manage 
Free School Meals for our school. 
 
If you are currently in receipt of Free School Meals the City of Doncaster Council will 
automatically perform a recheck of your eligibility and you do not need to do anything. 
 
Please direct all questions and applications to: 
 
City of Doncaster Council – Free School Meals Information and Application 
 
Why It Is Important to Apply 
Registering for Free School Meals means your child will receive a free meal each school day. 
It can also help schools access additional funding to support pupils. 
Even if your child prefers to bring a packed lunch, we encourage eligible families to apply. 
 
When the Change Takes Effect 
The new eligibility rules will apply from September 2026. If your circumstances mean you 
are currently receiving Universal Credit, you may wish to check your eligibility with the 
council once applications open. 
 
Need Help? 
For any questions about eligibility, applications, or processing times, please contact City of 
Doncaster Council directly using the link above. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
  
 
 
Mrs Thompson 
Business Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Registered office: Hurst Lane, Auckley, Doncaster  DN9 3HG   ·  Registered in England and Wales: Registered Number 07547393 

 

https://www.doncaster.gov.uk/services/schools/free-school-meals?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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