
 
1 May 2026 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Year 9 Key Stage 4 Options Information Evening will take place on Monday 18 
May 2026 from 4.00 pm - 6.00 pm.  The event will be hosted at school to give 
parents, carers and students the chance to speak to subject teachers to find out 
more about the subjects we offer.  We hope that this will better inform their 
decisions about which courses are of interest and appropriate to opt for.  
 
The event will take place in the Main Hall and Year 11 Social Space where subject 
teachers will be present at designated subject stands. This will allow for informal 
discussions to take place to explain course content, structure and pathways. It may 
be that your child already has a firm idea of their options in mind and should this be 
the case, there is no need to attend the event. 
 
Due to the numbers attending and to improve the flow of people around the venue, 
please see the allocated time slots by Tutor Group as below: 
 

Tutor Groups Time 

9LOL, 9AML, 9LHA, 9AGN 4.00 pm 

9CJA, 9ERO, 9AJO, 9JWA 5.00 pm 

 
How will the options process work? 
 
Students will have an options presentation assembly on Friday 15 May during 
school time to introduce the process and explain the subject choices available. 
Students will then opt for their subjects using an online Google form sent out via 
their Tutor Group Google classroom immediately following the options information 
evening.  The deadline for submitting these options choices will be Friday 22 May 
2026.  
 
Will my child get to do the subjects they want? 
 
We will work hard to ensure that as many students as possible receive their 
preferred choices. However, with the wishes of over two hundred students to 
consider, as well as staffing and class sizes to balance, some compromises inevitably 
have to be made.  We also have to cap the number of students in some groups due 
to health and safety and the practical ‘hands on’ nature of these subjects meaning 
that they require closer supervision.  Some subject combinations are also forbidden 
by examination boards.  
 

 



 

How does the school decide who gets what? 
 
Where courses are oversubscribed, we will discuss with students their aspirations, 
suitability for the course and alternate preferences.  We will also refer to their 
previous attainment and work ethic grades within that or similar subject areas in 
order to make a decision.  It is not a first come first served system. 
 
What choices are there? 
 

Choose ANY 3 COURSES  from this list 

GCSE Art (Architecture*) GCSE Physical Education 

GCSE Art  (Art & Design*) GCSE Sociology 

GCSE Art  (Fashion and Textiles*) GCSE Spanish 

GCSE Computer Science Vocational Animal Care 

GCSE Drama Vocational Construction 

GCSE Geography Vocational Hospitality & Catering 

GCSE History Vocational IMedia 

GCSE Photography Vocational Sport & Exercise 

* You can only choose one GCSE ART course with a specialism. 
 
What are vocational subjects? 
 
These are courses that are the equivalent of a GCSE and focus on developing skills 
that are more explicitly relevant to the world of work.  They often include case 
studies, information and learning that applies more directly to the workplace.  They 
are more portfolio and practically based or ‘hands on’ than most traditional GCSE 
subjects, with fewer examinations and coursework components. 
 
We hope that the above information serves to answer some of the initial questions 
you may have.  We look forward to welcoming you on the evening of Monday 18 
May 2026 when you will be able to find out more. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 

Mr B Robertson 
Assistant Headteacher 
 

 


