
1 April 2022

Dear Parents, Carers and Students

Thank you to parents and carers for your support over this term and well done to all
students. It has gone by so quickly! The Easter Bunny came today during house
assemblies. We are all really proud of the students. They have really settled this
term and seem to have finally got back into school routines having gone through the
last two years of the pandemic. The cases have been steady in our school peaking
at 36 at one time with students and no more than 4 sta� at any one time. This is
manageable and little or no disruption.  We are still encouraging hygiene routines.

We are really looking forward to the summer term, hopefully some nice weather and
exciting things to look forward to.

Below are some updates from specific areas within the school.

Quality of Education: over the course of the spring term, we have continued our
focus on promoting metacognition with our children and young people. The
teaching of metacognition and self-regulation supports students to think about their
own learning more explicitly, often by teaching them specific strategies for planning,
monitoring, and evaluating their learning. Ultimately, it is about students having a
repertoire of strategies to choose from and the skills to select the most suitable
strategy for a given learning task. There is a good deal of evidence to show that the
teaching of metacognition can have a powerful impact on progress, hence it is one
of our priorities for 2021-22 Metacognition and self-regulation | EEF. In addition to
metacognition being a part of everyday lessons, we have embedded it into our
Work Ethic Weeks which follow each Data Capture and the issuing of students
reports. During these weeks, students are guided through the process we call ‘RPM’,
which stands for Reflect, Plan, Monitor . ThisRPM WORK ETHIC DISPLAY
involves each student evaluating their current e�ort against a series of statements
and then agreeing targets for improvement . Please talkWORK ETHIC GRID.jpg
with your child about this process and the Work Ethic Grid, along with how they
could improve or sustain their e�orts over the coming weeks and months.

Year 11 have worked exceptionally hard this term and as a whole have had a very
successful series of Pre-Public ‘mock’ Examinations. Vocational courses are now
being completed and finishing touches are being added to GCSE art, architecture
and photography portfolios. If your child does these subjects, please do ensure that
they devote time to completing this over Easter so that when they return to school
they can focus upon revision in the other subjects that they are to be examined in.
The final examinations are scheduled to start in mid May and a full timetable can be
found here. It is really important that students maintain their work ethic over the
Easter break so that their quick recall, stamina and factual knowledge remains
sharp. They are examination athletes and need to keep training! To aid this each
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subject is setting a piece of work on designated days for Year 11 to complete. This
will be set on Google classrooms according to the following schedule:

April 3: Science April 7: Maths April 11: Option C April 15: Option C

April 4: Option A April 8: Science April 12: Science April 16: None set

April 5: Option B April 9: Option A April 13: English April 17: None set

April 6: English April 10: Option B April 14: Maths April 18: None set

Please note that completing the above is the absolute minimum for Year 11 at this
stage.  Considerable additional self propelled revision should also be undertaken.

Year 10 are also scheduled to sit their first ever series of Pre-Public ‘mock’
examinations immediately following the Easter break. They have just had a revision
week and, like Year 11, should plan to devote time over the break to prepare for the
examinations. A timetable of Year 10 examinations can be found here. Students
need to ensure that they are equipped with two black pens, pencils, a ruler,
compass, protractor and scientific calculator for these examinations, ideally in a
clear pencil case. Mobile phones and smart watches are not allowed in the
examination room. The penalty if caught is disqualification in a real examination
series. We therefore strongly recommend that they should be left at home. Water
can be brought into an examination, but only in a clear plastic bottle with no labels.
Please note that to support our Year 10 and 11 students, advice about revision
techniques for parents and students, as well as information relating to wellbeing can
be found on the Revisewise area of the school website. Most subjects also have a
Google Classroom designated specifically to revision. We wish both Year 10 and Year
11 well with their endeavours and remind them that proper preparation is key.

We would also like to say a huge well done to Year 9. Their conduct during their
pre-options examinations was superb throughout and they should be in no doubt
about where their strengths lay as they choose the subjects that they would like to
pursue at Key Stage 4. We look forward to hosting parents of Year 9 students on
Monday 25 April (4.00 pm - 7.00 pm) for a Key Stage 4 information and subject
options evening. A separate letter has already been issued outlining the
arrangements and options procedures in full.

Standard and Expectations/Behaviour and attitudes: we have discussed with all
students throughout assemblies this week about the importance of returning to
school raring to go for the summer term, ensuring we are keeping one eye on our
return when we are choosing our hairstyle at the barbers/hairdressers, having a
holiday nail treat, or picking out some new school shoes. If in any doubt, all the
information needed is in your son’s/daughters planner, or can be viewed here.

The summer term brings with it all the events that make The Hayfield School - The
Hayfield School! Year 7 has a 3 day on-site Summer Camp to look forward to. The
dates will be confirmed nearer the time.
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Over a hundred Year 10 and 11 students have their respective Duke of Edinburgh
Award training weekends and expeditions to the Peak District.

Our new shelter is now fully operational providing somewhere to escape both the
rain and sun. It will prove invaluable for break and lunchtime and also provide us
with an outdoor teaching space.

The new cashless till system is proving to be much faster than the previous system
with most students and their families opting for the “FaceID” payment method. Any
student who has not yet signed up for this and would like to should contact Mrs
Attenborough rah@thehayfieldschool.co.uk. Her o�ce is located at the top of the
science corridor next to the lift.

Having fully reviewed our split breaks and lunch times due to the pandemic we have
decided to go back to a single break time with all students enjoying their mid
morning break at 10.50 am. However we have made the decision to continue to
operate a split lunch: students in Years 7, 9 and 11 have lunch time from 12.10 pm to
12.45 pm and students in Years 8 and 10 have their lunchtime at 1.10 pm to 1.45 pm.
Year 11 have their own dining facilities and this routine allows for everyone to have a
space to eat without rushing and plenty of space to play any sports or socialise. We
have a team of PE sta� out every lunch to operate supervised sports on the all
weather pitch. Some students opt to play on the main field when the weather
permits.

Personal Development: please encourage your child to continue with, or take up a
new extra curricular club. It is massively important for their social and emotional
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development. Please also encourage them to read for pleasure. The research really
does stack up on the impact that reading has on every single subject.

Every week we have Fox News which is shared with students, sta� and trustees.
Unfortunately we are not able to share this with parents and carers because we had
some unfavourable comments on social media, which is an awful shame because we
felt it gave parents and carers a good insight into what goes on in our school. Each
session shares a headteacher message, a key theme related to one of our Character
and Culture calendar and programme e.g. Neurodiversity week, Disability
Awareness week, a full break down of sports fixtures and events, details about
social clubs, a healthy mind and body tip, a focus on a job/career, a student in focus.
This week we interviewed a young person about their hobby, ice-skating. We would
really like to hear more about what our young people are doing and are always
willing to share good news stories. Today a student has had his head shaved for
Breast Cancer awareness. His mum has been su�ering from this awful disease and
we know from our Big Ask Questionnaire last summer that almost all our students
wish to support a variety of cancer charities. Our sta� and students have bought
pink ribbons and today saw our first Pink Friday non uniform day. If you would like
to donate please click https:// www.justgiving.com/fundraising/david2-mitchell.

Performing Arts
We want to build upon the success of The Lion King and have announced next year’s
show - Mary Poppins. All students have been emailed an audition form. Please talk
to your child about being part of this.

On 20 April 105 students are going to watch The Lion King at Bradford Alhambra.

Trips, visits and residentials
Now we are learning to live with the pandemic, we are hoping to be able to get back
to organising some overseas trips and visits. We are currently working on a
calendar for the next 7 years. In the past we have run history trips to the
Battlefields, Ski Trips, Sports Trips. We did have a sports trip booked to South Africa
in 2020 but that had to be cancelled. All these things are on our radar and we will
communicate in the summer term.

Key Dates/Arrangements
● School re-opens on Tuesday 19 April 2022 at 8.40 am
● School is closed on Monday 2 May 2022 for the bank holiday
● School closes on Friday 27 May 2022
● School returns on Monday 6 June 2022
● School finishes at 12.00 pm on Thursday 21 July 2022 for the summer break

Term Dates 2022/23
Click here to view the term dates. Please use the drop down box in the top left of
the page to select the 2022/23 calendar.
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Free School Meal Vouchers
Doncaster Council informed us yesterday that they will fund £15 per week at Easter
for children who receive free school meals. Our Business Manager has actioned this
but due to the short notice this will not happen until Tuesday.

Social Media
We live in an age when social media can be an amazing force for good. This was
shown most recently in the overwhelming response of the general public to the
Ukrainian appeal. Unfortunately social media can also be destructive. It has been
very disappointing over the past term that a very small minority have used social
media to call into question the professionalism and high standards that we have at
The Hayfield School. The very idea that we would do anything which would
potentially damage or harm a child in our care is inconceivable. We are always
willing to discuss with parents and carers any concerns but we will not tolerate
angry and abusive communications in any form and we know we are supported by
our Board of Trustees on that matter. So if you are ever unhappy or concerned
please talk to us respectfully and we will do our very best to explain and resolve and
explain any issues. We might not always get back to you immediately because we
teach, supervise at social times and many of us run extra curricular clubs. It is not
always the case that you will speak with the headteacher. There are large teams of
sta� responsible for specific areas of the school and di�erent year groups/groups
of children.

We want to thank the many parents and carers who have continued to work with us
in a positive and constructive way. We really do care about the children in our
school and we want to do right by them, however this does not mean lowering our
standards and expectations.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a restful break. Stay safe, look
out for each other, plenty of fresh air and enjoy time with family.

Best wishes on behalf of The Hayfield School

Lisa Fox
Headteacher
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