
15 December 2021

Dear Parents/Carers

Thank you all for your support this term. We have got through it despite many
twists and turns with the pandemic. Your children have worked really hard at school
and we have much to celebrate. We ended the autumn term with a fabulous
performance of The Lion King Jnr. All departments, teaching and non teaching,
helped with supporting the show and so many young people were involved in one
way or another.  Well done to all.

Today students watched our annual Sta� Christmas Performance. We want to make
good memories of school for them (even if we are terrible at performing!) Santa
brought selection boxes for everyone but we doubt they will get home in one piece.

QUALITY OF EDUCATION
Please ask your child to talk with you about their Google classrooms. There are so
many resources there, which will remain all year so that they can look back, revise
and practice areas where they feel challenged. There is guidance for parents/carers
on how to access Google classrooms on the website or by clicking the link Google for
Education – The Hayfield School.

Our new Homework Key has proven successful and we hope students will continue
to record the type of homework they receive in their planner. According to the
leading educational charity the Education Endowment Fund (EEF), homework has a
positive impact, particularly on students in secondary schools and can add as much
as 5 months progress. Whilst appreciating we set homework for our students and
not parents/carers, we really do value your support in ensuring your child completes
it to the best of their ability.

A lot of our training and development with sta� has focussed on metacognition; at
the same time, we have worked hard to ensure our students appreciate just what a
‘game-changer’ it is when you have the skills needed to be a self-regulated learner.
Once again, we are basing our work on research carried out by the EEF which points
to 7 months additional progress when explicitly taught in schools. Please take time
to talk with your child about metacognition, what it means and how they are being
encouraged to apply it in everyday lessons.

Starting in January 2022, we will be working with Voice21, a leading educational
charity that focuses on oracy skills. In April 2021, an all-party parliamentary group
produced a report called Speak for Change. This report defines oracy as ‘our ability
to communicate e�ectively using spoken language. It is the ability to speak
eloquently, articulate ideas and thoughts, influence through talking, listen to others
and have the confidence to express your views.’ In other words, it is an essential life
skill which we need all students to develop. Oracy matters because it:

● Improves educational outcomes

https://thehayfieldschool.co.uk/google-for-education/
https://thehayfieldschool.co.uk/google-for-education/


● Underpins literacy and vocabulary acquisition
● Supports well-being and confidence
● Enables young people to have access to employment and thrive in life beyond

school
● Develops citizenship

We are really excited to be working with Voice21 and look forward to updating you
in future communications.

Progress, Achievement and Assessment
All students have been continually assessed so we can accurately judge their
achievement and progress to date. The national picture is that there is and will
continue to be gaps in skills and knowledge. Where we need to add extra support we
are doing so. We are aware that sometimes parents and students may query
groupings/settings. There are always many other factors that are taken into account
and the group/set number is not always an accurate representation of ability. We
reserve the right to place students where we think it is most appropriate.

Well done to Year 11 who took their first mock examinations seriously. We have lots
to learn from them. Today they had a special assembly to talk through revision
resources and what they can do over the Christmas break to ensure they keep up
with their learning. The recording will be sent to parents separately and can also be
found in the student google classroom.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
Our extra curricular programme has been really successful, with better attendance
and participation than ever before. Once again thank you to the sta� who have
given up their time to be with our young people. It has all been good fun and we
have enjoyed being with them. We have had some very good trips and visits, and
taking 70 students to Twickenham to see England v Tonga was a highlight. A new
extra curricular programme will be communicated in the new year to ensure we are
o�ering a variety of activities. We would like to see as many students involved as
possible. It is wonderful for wellbeing but also for making new friends for life.

Our Character and Culture programme has been really well received and this is
further enforced by our weekly news programme.

BEHAVIOUR AND ATTITUDES
We want to thank you for your support in keeping our standards and expectations
to a high standard. We make no apologies for our high standards; they keep
everyone safe and prepare students for the world of work.

KEY DATES
Tuesday 4 January 2022 - Covid-19 Lateral Flow Testing/Remote Learning
As requested by the government, we will be carrying out lateral flow testing for
students prior to their return to school in January 2022. The details and timings for
this are attached in Appendix 1. We will also remind parents/carers by text/SIMS
app nearer the time of the testing day.



The school will not open to students on Tuesday 4 January 2022 as lessons will be
delivered remotely through Google classrooms. School will reopen for all students
on Wednesday 5 January 2022 at the normal time of 8.40 am.

Monday 17 January 2022 - Targeted online Y11 Parents Evening
This will be by invite only and will involve deeper discussions and appointments of 10
minutes in length with subject teachers. All Year 11 students will also be involved in a
further revision week in school in the week beginning Monday 31 January 2022,
followed by a second set of mock examinations either side of February half term.
The intent is that this will replicate the GCSE experience, where students usually
start GCSE examinations in May and then get a one week break before
re-commencing them in June. As in recent years, there is still a chance that GCSE
grades could be determined by Teacher Assessed Grades (TAGs). The evidence
gathered in mock examinations will form part of the evidence base for this if
needed, so it is crucial that students take them very seriously and thoroughly
prepare.

Monday 7 February: Year 9 online Parent-Teacher Consultation

Monday 14 March: Year 7 online Parent-Teacher Consultation

Student Wellbeing
Please don’t forget that if your child needs any support or help, guidance can be
found on our website Health & Mental Wellbeing

Catering
Our new catering company ABM are continuing to improve the food o�er on site for
students and are investing in new sta�, menus and equipment. They are also
o�ering “free fruit on a Friday” to students and various tasting sessions to ascertain
demand for new menus. We would encourage as many students as possible to try
the new o�er.

Dangerous parking at the front of school
We understand that there is limited parking in the outer bus bay at the front of
school but the situation is now becoming dangerous with parents/carers regularly
parking on the footpaths the students use. We have additional car parking space in
the old 6th Form car park near to the railway bridge and this should be used for
collecting children after school. Please help us to keep all children safe in 2022.

Sending you and your family our very best wishes at Christmas and a very Happy
New Year. Stay safe.

Lisa Fox
Headteacher

https://thehayfieldschool.co.uk/mental-health-wellbeing/


APPENDIX 1
Covid-19 information

Tuesday 4 January 2022

Timings for students to attend school for a Lateral Flow Test prior to the start of the
Spring Term as requested by the Department for Education.

Lateral Flow Tests are available for all students for whom we have received consent.
If you gave consent in March or September this will carry forward.

Time Surname Initial

8.00 am A, B

9.00 am C, D, E

10.00 am F, G

11.00 am H, I, J

1.00 pm K, L, M

2.00 pm N, O, P, Q, R

3.00 pm S, T, U, V

4.00 pm W, X, Y, Z

If you wish to remove your consent please email o�ce@thehayfieldschool.co.uk
using the subject box as follows:

CONSENT WITHDRAWN - (name of child and tutor group)

mailto:office@thehayfieldschool.co.uk

