
 

 

 

22 October 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Firstly we would all like to thank parents and carers for your support during this first half term.  It is 
very much appreciated and your children have made a wonderful start to the year given the very 
turbulent two years that have gone before. They have been very sensible with safety measures, they 
are working really hard and their attitudes are exemplary. 
 
This week we invited a Headteacher of another very large  secondary school to visit our school to 
sample a day in the life of a student.  He is also an OFSTED inspector.  He visited many maths, English 
and science lessons and he spoke to many students.  He was very complimentary about what he saw 
in lessons and workbooks and in particular he was equally impressed by our students, the way they 
conducted themselves and how they talked about their school life. 
 
Below are some updates from specific areas of the school. We have provided links in blue to take you 
to further relevant information. 
 
Progress and Achievement - Mr Linley, Assistant Headteacher  
Year 11 are about to undertake a series of examinations during the two weeks after half term: Pre 
public exam timetable. Here is a list of exam subjects along with the exam board should your child 
wish to download past exam papers: Exam  Subjects and Boards.  This week has seen Year 11 actively 
involved in revision within lessons.  A progress assembly also took place to demonstrate that there is 
a range of revision strategies that can be used. These involve: quizzing, chunking, spacing, elaboration 
and metacognition.  Information about these is available in a Revisewise Google Classroom set up for 
students - please ensure that your child accepts the invite to this online classroom so that you as a 
parent/carer can also receive access.  We have also set up a Revisewise webpage: Revisewise.  
Another really good website for revision: Recommended revision website. 
 
All next week, Monday to Friday, our Science Team is uploading a past paper question along with a 
screencastify in which they will talk the students through how to approach and answer it. There will be 
one question per specialism each day (Biology, Physics and Chemistry). They are scheduled for 9.00 
am and will be located in the Google Classroom. Please encourage your child to take advantage and 
access this material.  
 
We ask for your support in ensuring that your child prepares thoroughly for the examinations after 
half term.  The COVID situation over the last two years has seen internal examination results prove 
vital in helping us decide and provide evidence for teacher assessed grades.  Whilst we are hopeful 
that this year will see the return of external examinations, it’s important that students are aware now 
that the grades achieved may contribute to teacher assessed grades if circumstances require them.  
 

https://thehayfieldschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Nov-2021-Year-11-Pre-Public-Exam-Timetable.docx-2.pdf
https://thehayfieldschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Nov-2021-Year-11-Pre-Public-Exam-Timetable.docx-2.pdf
https://thehayfieldschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Exam-Subjects-and-Boards-2021-22.pdf
https://sites.google.com/thehayfieldschool.co.uk/thehayfieldschoolccic-albs/our-aspirations/revise-wise-main-page
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/


 

Year 11 have also been involved in a post-16 aspirations fair.  This saw colleges, apprenticeship 
providers and other further education providers offer advice and course information to students to 
support them in their next steps after school.  The link between academic success and students having 
a clear vision of what post 16 destination they prefer is well proven.  We hope that the event has 
offered suitable inspiration and provided the incentive to achieve their personal best in the coming 
pre-public ‘mock’ examinations.  Further careers guidance and aspirations interviews will continue to 
be provided after the examination period.  Many post-16 providers are already accepting applications 
for September 2022 and we would recommend that students apply for both a first choice and second 
choice provider.  Students interested in apprenticeships should also apply for a taught post-16 course 
as a backup option.  
 
Quality of Education - Update from Mr Wilson, Deputy Headteacher 
At the start of the school year, we introduced our new Homework Key. There is a good deal of research 
which suggests that homework has a positive impact on progress (+ 5 months) particularly in 
secondary school. This research also points to the importance of making the purpose of homework 
clear to students, for example, to increase a specific area of knowledge, or to develop fluency in a 
particular area. The key has therefore been designed to support teachers when explaining to their 
students why they are being asked to produce a piece of work at home. It is also intended to 
encourage variety and to promote creativity; not all homework will look the same in every subject. 
Please help us to embed this approach by regularly discussing homework with your child, and by 
asking them about which of the seven categories of work it falls into. You can view the homework key 
by clicking on this link to the website: Teaching and Learning – The Hayfield School 
 
On the subject of homework, please may we ask for your continued support when it comes to your 
child completing the set work. We do try to spread the homework load across the week and will always 
be empathetic to those students who may struggle to meet deadlines due, for example, to involvement 
in sporting or cultural activities. Nevertheless, we remain convinced that it is only through partnership 
working with parents and carers that a young person’s potential can be fully maximised. 
 
Since the second period of lockdown, we have worked extremely hard to maintain our commitment to 
Google Classrooms. For each lesson, your child will have a Google Classroom in which their teacher 
stores all of the work, including presentations, notes, instructions and homework. This has 
revolutionised the way in which we are able to communicate with our children and young people and 
is an approach we are constantly looking to refine and hone. If you have not yet had the opportunity 
to look with your child into their virtual classrooms, please do so. 
 
An important focus for our work with students this year is reading comprehension. Reading 
comprehension is the ability to read text, process it and understand its meaning. Good comprehension 
is vital if reading is to have a purpose, if a reader is to engage with and learn from a text and, 
ultimately, if a reader is to enjoy what they're reading. Ultimately, reading comprehension is needed 
to succeed in school, work, and life in general. Our team of English teachers have been working with 
professionals from across the curriculum to explore shared approaches which explicitly teach reading 
comprehension. One such approach is reciprocal reading, which teaches predicting, clarifying, 
questioning, and summarising skills, encouraging students to give opinions, make connections, and 
visualise. It does this by encouraging them to read, talk and think their way through the text. We are really 
keen to share this approach with parents and carers, to promote even greater partnership work and 
support you to help your child. Next half term we are planning to disseminate this work with as many of 
you as possible, either in person or online. More on this to come in November. 
 
 
 

https://thehayfieldschool.co.uk/teaching-and-learning/


 

Chromebooks 
As a “Google Suite” school, we use many Google programs extensively and staff often set homeworks and 
home learning via this platform. Whilst this material can be accessed by any online platform (including 
XBOX and Playstation), many people find a Chromebook a really straightforward and cost effective 
solution. They are much cheaper than many modern phones, computers and XBOX/Playstation.  These 
devices also give parents and carers complete control in terms of time spent online, internet filtering and 
safety. Prices continue to decrease and become more affordable and we would recommend wherever 
possible such a device.  
 
Below is an example of deals that are currently available: 
 

 
 
Personal Development - Update from Mr Robertson, Assistant Headteacher 
An important feature of our Character and Culture Curriculum is Aspirations and Life beyond School, 
in which we focus on Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG). It has been a 
very busy start to the school year, culminating this week with an Aspirations Fayre for Year 11 students 
which was held on Tuesday. This event was planned in conjunction with Doncaster Chamber and 
involved a diverse range of Post-16 providers of education and training meeting with our young people 
to share their future aspirations. It was a great event and something we are hoping to repeat for our 
younger students in the summer term.  
 
Our Year 9 students were treated to an inspirational talk from a pilot who flies for TUI. He spoke about 
the many different routes young people can follow to fulfil their career aspirations, from attending 
university to securing high quality apprenticeships. This talk was facilitated by Nick Fletcher, MP, as 
part of his Role Models initiative.  
 
This half term we were delighted to welcome local employers into school to conduct ‘taster interviews’ 
with our Year 10 students. Their involvement was very much appreciated, as were the many 
compliments we received about our young people who did themselves, the school and you as parents 
and carers, proud. 
 
Coming up next half term is an opportunity for Year 8 students to find out about the construction and 
hospitality industries when we welcome some local Post-16 providers and employers into school. 
 
When our students return after the half term break, they will be able to visit the new Aspirations Room, 
positioned at the heart of the school. Here they will be able to access careers information, advice and 
guidance in a dedicated space, whether that be speaking with our independent adviser from 
CareersInc, or researching local employment opportunities. In the meantime, should you wish to find 



 

out more about our approach to CEIAG, or how you can support the school in this important area of 
our work, please contact our Aspirations Leader, Andrea Maddock.  Further information can be found 
here. 
 
During the final two weeks of summer term, we undertook an ambitious student voice survey to give 
us a chance to learn more about our students, to find out what they like about the school, how safe 
they feel and what they get involved in beyond the classroom. The results of the survey are being used 
to shape and sharpen many aspects of the school’s personal development agenda and were shared 
with staff and students in the first week in September. 
 
A major push at the start of the 21-22 academic year has been the extra curricular provision and the 
students' participation beyond normal lessons. We see this as a vital part of our goal to promote the 
all round personal development of our students by fostering interests and nurturing talent. We are 
currently offering over 25 extra curricular clubs ranging from newly founded clubs such as Sewing and 
Hooked on Books to perennial favourites like Cooking and Bakery as well as returning classics The 
Society of the App Inventors and Debating club. Uptake has been very pleasing in the first five weeks 
of term. Alongside this, the sports teams are proving to be hugely popular with excellent numbers 
participating, creating a really positive atmosphere and community after school Monday-Thursday. 
Regular updates and photographs of our clubs in action can be found here.     
 
This term has seen an increased focus on our cultural calendar where students have been busy learning 
about a wide range of culturally important themes and shared British values. This includes our History 
department’s programme to highlight the positive contribution made by black people in Britain as 
part of Black History Month. We have also had a big focus on areas such as Hate Crime Awareness 
Week, National Baking Week and International Day of Democracy. Many of these themes have been 
supported in our weekly whole school assembly Fox News.  Fox News is shared with parents via the 
SIMS parents app.  You can watch episodes here. 
 
On 17 September we held our first Character and Culture days of the school year where all students 
were off timetable to learn about healthy relationships and healthy choices. Students were given 
specialist and age appropriate provision and engaged in the lessons with sensitivity, kindness and 
decency. This included, for Year 10 and 11 students, virtual lessons provided by Brook, the UKs only 
charity to offer clinical sexual health services and education and wellbeing services for young people. 
An important focus of the day was exploring personal choice and consent, along with visual, verbal 
and physical harassment. Supporting in delivering these messages was Project3, and the Doncaster 
School Nursing Team, both of whom we look forward to continuing to work with in the future. 
 
Please note that our Character and Culture Information Commons can be accessed via the school’s 
website under the tab School Life or click the link above.  It contains a wealth of information all about 
the different elements of our Character and Culture Wheel. The latest section is all about Cultural 
Capital and includes a link to Google Arts and Culture.  It includes a wide range of interactive games 
and quizzes on various cultural themes and is well worth taking a look as the weather gets colder and 
the evenings darker! 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
We are about to offer the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award to our Year 11 students. This will be 
advertised to students via their Character and Culture Google Classroom and there are instructions 
for students on how to apply and approximate costs. 
 
 
 

mailto:ama@thehayfieldschool.co.uk
https://sites.google.com/thehayfieldschool.co.uk/characterandculture-equali-tea/home/our-aspirations
https://thehayfieldschool.co.uk/enrichment-and-extra-curricular/
https://twitter.com/hayfield_school?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS_p2rtWd7qit2ZUThna__Q
https://sites.google.com/thehayfieldschool.co.uk/characterandculture-equali-tea/home


 

Safety and Wellbeing 
 
As we approach the winter period it is even more important to keep ourselves safe and well. Any 
student over the age of 12 who now wants a COVID vaccine can now book one using the national 
online booking service: 
 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-
vaccination/ 
 
We recommend the use of face masks and hand sanitiser to all students around the school site. 
 
Link to the Health and Mental Wellbeing  page on the school website. 
 
The 15-21 November is Road Safety Week and will be an important feature in Fox News. The theme of 
Road Safety Week 2021 is ROAD SAFETY HEROES, celebrating the heroic work of road safety 
professionals, and explaining how we can all play a part in making journeys safer for everyone. The 
road outside of our school is extremely busy at drop-off and pick-up times and we would like to thank 
you for the care and consideration you take when parking near to the site.  
 
Key dates for next half term 
 
Subject teacher and parent/student online consultation 
Mon 15 November: Year 10 online parent subject teacher consultation 
Mon 6 December: Year 8 online parent subject teacher consultation 
 
The Lion King 
Monday 22 November - full dress rehearsal and performance for Staff - 3.00 - 5.00 pm 
 
Charity performances for our students - £2 per ticket 
Provisional date is Tuesday 23 November (2 performances).  
All students must agree to catch up on their missed lessons through google classrooms 
 
Evening performances, 6.00 pm £5 per ticket 
Tuesday 23 November - evening performance 
Wednesday 24 November -evening performance 
Thursday 25 November - evening performance  
Tickets will go on sale Monday 8 November. 
Refreshments will be served in the Year 11 common room from 5.00 pm. 
 
Christmas Holidays  
Wednesday 15 December - school closes 12.10 pm and reopens on Tuesday 4 January 2022 8.40 am 
 
May I take this opportunity to wish you a happy half term. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
Lisa Fox 
Headteacher 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://thehayfieldschool.co.uk/mental-health-wellbeing/
https://www.brake.org.uk/road-safety-week

